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ARTICLE 2
CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION “SITE TEAMS” – OFF TO A GOOD START! 
CONSIDER STARTING YOUR OWN TEAMS TOO!
 
BEFORE 
 
AFTER 
Many club members regularly show up on the town common to assist with the seasonal plantings in the urn and the 
pots that adorn the common.  It is wonderful to see so many active happy gardeners working together and having 
fun. We got to thinking, why not spread these people around town to beautify some other sites? So we came up 
with the idea of “site teams” to “adopt a site” and then take ownership of ! xing up that site and maintaining it. " e 
! rst team was comprised of Karen Beals, Cheryl Curtin and Susan Mitchell. " ey went to the wildly overgrown and 
weedy Nutile ! eld sign and worked together to weed the area, trim back the existing bushes, put down mulch, add a 
rock border and add  5 new perennials. " ey took turns watering over the summer. While doing the clean-up many 
people, including neighbors of Nutile Field, stopped by to thank them for their work.     Other site volunteers in-
cluded Linda Bartol who helped to weed and tidy up the shade garden at Wright Locke Farm. Would you and some 
of your garden club friends be interested in being a “site team” to help beautify another site around Winchester? If 
so, contact Cheryl Curtin at cdcurt@comcast.net. Imagine how gorgeous our town could be if we had even a few 
more site teams having fun around town!!! Talk with your friends now and form a team. It is fun and rewarding.  

Fall 2015 / Winter 2016
Hello to All Garden Club Members

We    hope you have had a very enjoyable and relaxing summer 
digging in your gardens and keeping them watered and nurtured. 
As we enter our second year of co-presidency, we would like to 

give a shout out to Rose Beecher, Susan Mitchell ,Martha MacDonald and 
Fleur Hines for your tutelage over the past year.  Although our styles may be 
di#erent, our message and interest are the same— we love the WHGC and its 
wonderful members.

2015-2016 will prove to be a very fun, interesting and interactive year.  Rose 
Beecher and her committee have secured some amazing programs for our  
enjoyment and learning.   "ese programs will now take place in the  
St. Eulalia’s auditorium.   We think you will be very happy with the amount 
of available parking for your use and in addition access to an elevator to 
bring you to the lower level.    Once again we will be enjoying our monthly 
LUNCHES at round tables with a wonderful array of food o#erings donated 
by our membership.    Our !rst meeting will be September 16th at 11:30.  
Bill Graham will kick o# the season with his fun !lled presentation —bring a 
friend or two!!

Please note,  the WHGC and the WGC will be joining together to plant over 
500 bulbs in the Healing Garden at the Center for Cancer Care.   We hope 
you will join us on this day (TBD) to plant hope for the patients who use the 
Center.  We look forward to seeing all of you in September.
Our Best, 
  Cathy and Dot, Co-Presidents

“Bloom Where 
 You’re Planted”
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We had an extremely dry summer  in Winchester but managed to keep 
everything looking good thanks to volunteers Karen Beals, Cheryl Cur-
tin, Meredith Conway, Susan Mitchell, Rose Regan, Mary Lou Ferriero 
and myself.  We added succulents to the mostly  sunny locations on the 
Common that thrive in dry drought-like conditions!  Soon we will be 
adding Autumn inspired material like gourds, kale and mums . We hope 
to see some new faces : )  !  

!ank you all for your your willingness to 
help keep the common looking great !

Susan Mitchell has been instrumental in her goal of creating and imple-
menting her “site teams” concept which she and Cheryl Curtin will 
speak about at our October meeting.  "ey and Karen Beals did a beau-
tiful job updating and cleaning up the Nutile Field sign this summer.
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Many club members regularly show 
up on the town common to assist 
with the seasonal plantings in the urn 
and the pots that adorn the common.  
It is wonderful to see so many active 
happy gardeners working together 
and having fun. We thought why 
not beautify some other sites? So we 
came up with the idea of “site teams” 
to “adopt a site” and then !x it up 
and maintain it. "e !rst team of 
Karen Beals, Cheryl Curtin and Susan 
Mitchell went to the wildly over-
grown and weedy Nutile !eld sign and 
weeded, trimed back bushes, mulched, 
built a rock border and added 5 new 

“Site Teams” o! to a good start! 
perennials. "en they watered over 
the summer. Many people stopped by 
to thank them. Other site volunteers 
included Linda Bartol who helped to 
weed and tidy up the shade garden 
at Wright Locke Farm. Would you 
and some of your garden club friends 
be interested in being a “site team” 
to help beautify another site around 
Winchester? If so, contact Cheryl Cur-
tin at cdcurt@comcast.net. Imagine 
how gorgeous our town could be if we 
had even a few more site teams having  
fun around town!!! Talk with your 
friends now and form a team. It is fun 
and rewarding.  

(M[LY

)LMVYL

4VUKH �̀�:LW[LTILY���������!  ’Saving the Pollinators’ 
by speaker Len Giddix of Prides Corner Farm in Lebanon, 
Connecticut.  Len is a nurseryman and co-host of the pop-
ular radio program Garden Talk.  He will discuss ways to 
help native pollinators prosper by envisioning our gardens 
the way Mother Nature meant them to be.  

;O\YZKH �̀�5V]LTILY��������!  ‘Growing Gardeners:  
Children, Schools and Gardens, by John Forti, Director of 
Horticultural, Massachusetts Horticultural Society.

4LTILYZ�VM�[OL�.*-4�HUK�N\LZ[Z�^LSJVTL.
Donation $5/$10 (guests) at the door
Information:  GCFM 781-237-0336;  www.gcfm.org
Betsy Williams, Chairman  978-470-0911; 
 betsy@betsywilliams.com
Rita DeLollis, Vice-Chairman  978-475-1038; rdelollis@aol.com
In the event of bad weather, call to con!rm  781-237-0336
Please refer to the Summer edition of "e May$ower at the GCFM 
home page for many other events and talks to be enjoyed this fall.

H O R T I C U LT U R E   M O R N I N G S



 which was earlier than previous 

years that had been held during the !rst Farmer’s Market.  

While it’s risky to make a change, when previous year sales 

have been successful, the switch proved to be the key to 

our most lucrative sale yet.  We enjoyed hav-

ing the Common all to ourselves and really branched out, 

all while spending some time with the public and sharing 

our love of plants.  #e whole environment felt intimate 

and genuine and it made us feel proud of our commu-

nity.  While we would like to mention all the people who 

helped us in every aspect of the day—from donating 

plants to helping with set up and tear down and selling, 

selling, selling—we would run 

the risk of forgetting someone.

#ere were THAT many helping 

hands!!! Kristen and I could not 

have made this plant sale happen, 

without the help of our member-

ship. You all make the hard work 

worth it! 

!is year our Garden Club decided to hold our Annual Plant Sale the day before 
Mother’s Day,

 With much appreciation, Kristen Ward & Nickie Sakorafos

7th  Annual  Plant  Sale

Garden #erapy is a coordinated e$ort between 
Garden Club Volunteers who meet with residents of 
prospective Nursing Homes, Senior Care or Assisted 
Living Centers, to spend quality time working together 
on a cra% or project.  Emphasis is placed on individual 
attention given to the residents as opposed to the 
“task” at hand.  It’s an opportunity to make an interper-
sonal connection with members of our community and 

make a positive impact on their day.  It is a most appreci-
ated by the residents and a rewarding experience for our 
volunteers.  

#ere will be a minimum of two Garden #erapy Ses-
sions in the fall and two sessions in the spring.  Dates 
have not been !nalized so please be on the look out for 
information to follow. 

 Chair,  Nickie Sakoraforos

.HYKLU�;OLYHW`

-HSS���>PU[LY������
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Workshops are $35.00 each and may have limited seating. To reserve your spot please 
email your name, telephone # and selection(s) to Gail at: gmorlock415@ gmail.com. 
Please mail checks payable to: Winchester Home & Garden Club c/o Gail Morlock 

2LU[�7VY[LY�/HYTHUU

"e Winchester Home & Garden Club’s award winning designer; Kent Porter-Hamann 
will present a -HSS�-SVYHS�+LZPNU�>VYRZOVW�  We will gather at the stunning Wright-
Locke Farm to create a beautiful gourd !lled with $owers and herbs.  Plan to be inspired 
in the historic barn with the crisp Fall air swirling through.  Warm cider and cinnamon 
donuts will be served.

Time to !nd a fresh approach to traditional greens by adorning them with seasonal color 
and holiday decoration at our )V_^VVK�*LU[LYWPLJL�>VYRZOVW� Snip, clip, twist and tie; join 
with friends at First Baptist Church on Mt. Vernon Street and create your unique boxwood 
centerpiece to proudly display throughout the season. Baked goods and beverages served. 

Plant the seeds of creativity at our 7HPU[�5PNO[�>VYRZOVW hosted by ArtLounge in Arlington.  
Follow along as a local artist guides us from canvas to masterpiece with easy to follow step-
by step instructions.  

Let your creativity $ourish while enjoying an evening with friends. Lite fare and bever-
ages available. Let’s get personal by creating a personalized, long lasting wreath at the 4H`�

+H`�+VVY�>VYRZOVW. Start with a grapevine wreath and watch the beauty unfold as we layer 
greens, ribbon, $owers and then bring it over the top with a monogram initial. 

Magic dust will !ll the air at our -HPY`�.HYKLU�>VYRZOVW� Watch a child’s imagination $y as 
they create a miniature dream world !lled with life.  Little rocks will tumble while dirt !l-
ters between their !ngers, planting seedlings in the loam; ready to welcome a fairy home. 
Suggested age 6+ due to small pieces.
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Has any information changed from what is published in our yearbook? If so, what? 



**Additional members needed

7YLZPKLU[Z! Dot Butler, Cathy Alexander
=PJL�7YLZPKLU[Z!�Nickie Sakorafos, Erica Drazen
;YLHZ\YLY!�Chair: Sally Regan; Assistant: Cindy Cavanaugh
9LJVYKPUN�:LJYL[HY`!�Maureen Cabral
7YVNYHTZ! Chair: Rose Beecher; 
 Committee: Kent Porter- Hamann, Misty Florez,
 Linda Anderson, Deb Fichera
4LTILYZOPW! Susan Mitchell
/VY[PJ\S[\YL! Fleur Hynes, Martha MacDonald
@LHYIVVR!�Chair: Karen Beals; Committee, Liz Darby, 
 Fenton Stirling
*VYYLZWVUKPUN�:LJYL[HY`!�Maureen Conway, emails’; 
 Ginny Laats, email assistant; Christine Donahue, notes
(YJOP]LZ! Chair: Winni Paskerian; Apprentice: Ginny Laats
7\ISPJP[`! Meredith Conway

������4LL[�[OL�����������)VHYK

>LIZP[L!�Fenton Stirling
>H`Z�HUK�4LHUZ! Chair: Erica Drazen; 
 Committee: Laura Doherty, Liz Darby **
/VZWP[HSP[`! Louise Curran, Barbara Doherty, Sue Carney
5L^ZSL[[LY! Pat Packer Williams
>VYRZOVWZ! Chair: Gail Morlock; Committee: Kristen Ward,
 Christine Donahue, Mary Agnew
-V\U[HPU!�Chair: Linda Bartol
*VTT\UP[`�:LY]PJL��=L[LYHUZ! 
 Chair: Kent Porter-Hamann; Committee: Ann Muir
.HYKLU�;OLYHW`! Chair: Nickie Sakarafos: 
 Committee: Pat Byrne, Florence Gosselin
*P]PJ�)LH\[PÄJH[PVU! Chair: Kristin Ward; 
 Assistant: Karen Murphy; Committee: Cheryl Curtin

Our 80th Annive%ary Luncheon, 
held at "e Winchester Country Club, was        enjoyed by 68 of our mem-
bers, family and friends.  Many were adorned with cherished heirlooms and 
they shared stories of their vintage accoutrement. It was a fashion show of 
personal style: a hooded gown, strings of pearls, lovely purses, hats with veils, 
charms !lled with memories and earrings worn at the prom long ago. 
 "e room was enhanced with music of the thirties. Vases !lled with 
peonies and roses, designed by Misty Florez, complimented the classic theme.  
A warm lunch of chicken piccata with all the accompaniments was enjoyed 
on this delightful, sun !lled day. Susan Mitchell’s thoughtfulness snd eye for 
detail shined throughout the day. Committee members, Nickie Sakorafos, 
Maureen Conway and Gail Morlock, were thrilled with the enthusiasm that 
!lled the room.    

 Kent Porter-Hamann  
graciously accepted the Norma Zettler 
Award for Creativity. Her heart-felt 
speech was inspiring. And, recognized 
for her dedication and commitment, 
Linda Anderson was named our newest 
Honorary Member.
Congratulations to Kent and Linda.
 "e unique ra-e trays were well 
received as were the silent auction items. 
Together we happily added $300.00 to 
help fund the many WH&GC charitable 
programs.      !anks to all...

-HSS���>PU[LY������

!e S"ing Luncheon
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Nickie used white hydrangeas 

and white daisies with dried 
white spheres and dried black 
pods. “I painted lemon leaves 

black to represent the cross-
section images of fruit in the 

print.” "e vessel was mercury 
glass to mimic the frame and the 

placemat was black lacquered 
wood circles to mimic the print.

Kent’s lost her magni!cent 80-year-old Norwegian maple this sum-
mer. When she saw John McConnell’s beautiful tree painting she 
decided to do a tribute to her tree.  She combined bare branches 
from the tree with vatious greens, catmint, cala lillies and white cym-
bidium orchids to vary texture and line in the spirit of the painting.

Kristen was inspired by the 
colors of a lovely still life 
and wanted to create 
with succulents because 
they are unusual and 
interesting. “I decided 

to capture the color of the 
blue vessel, the oranges, and 

the grapes in the painting.”  

H[�[OL�4-( PU�>PUJOLZ[LY
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>LKULZKH �̀�:LW[LTILY���������

Bill Graham “"e Little White Shirt”

>LKULZKH �̀�6J[VILY���������

Ellen Fador and Sue O’Connell  
“Decorating with Color”

>LKULZKH �̀�5V]LTILY���������

Brian Milauskas “Holiday Arrangements”

>LKULZKH �̀�-LIY\HY`���������

Liz Barbour  
“Cooking and Gardening with Herbs”

"e immensely popular Bill Graham returns with another fashion 
program that includes the wonderful versatility of this fashion icon 
with $ower arrangements and designs to suit a variety of occasions. 
All arrangements will be available for ra-e.
/VZWP[HSP[`�9LZWVUZPIPSP[`�(NUL^�[OYV\NO�*VU[LZ

Ellen Fador, designer and Sue O’Connell, colorist are talented  
local decorators. "eir program will incorporate their best color and 
design tips for creating beautiful spaces.
/VZWP[HSP[`�9LZWVUZPIPSP[`�*VU^H`�[OYV\NO�-LYTLY`

Brian Milauskas is the Creative Director of  Kidstock! "eater and an 
extremely creative and gifted $oral designer. We will observe Brian 
create !ve holiday arrangements. All will be available for ra-e.
/VZWP[HSP[`�9LZWVUZPIPSP[`�-PJOLYH�[OYV\NO�2H[Z\SPZ�

Liz will teach us how to use every inch of a small garden to maxi-
mize its beauty and its bounty using herbs as part of an edible land-
scape. Following her presentation will be a cooking demonstration 
and sampling of three delicious recipes featuring fresh herbs.
/VZWP[HSP[`�9LZWVUZPIPSP[`�2H^H�[OYV\NO�4J3\JHZ

4LL[PUNZ�HYL�OLSK�H[�:HPU[�,\SHSPH»Z�*O\YJO���:VJPHS�;PTL���!��HT"�)\ZPULZZ�4LL[PUN���!��WT
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